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Unity’s vision is to be an urban green space 

welcoming everyone into a holy encounter, where we are changed 

that all may be fed as Jesus feeds us 

A Reconciling In Christ congregation: 

People of all sexual orientations and gender identities 

are welcome within the gathering and membership of this congregation, 
and are encouraged to share fully in its sacramental and general life.
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Congratulations

Congratulations on your marriage or union plans, and thank you for inquiring about a service at Unity Lutheran Church.  Please know that our prayers are with you as you make plans for your future.

This document will provide you with a brief statement of our church’s understanding of a marriage, civil union, and marriage blessing, and the procedures followed as we prepare for the day.

Christian Marriage & Civil Union
A Civil Union or Marriage takes place when two people, drawn together by their love for each other, exchange vows of commitment and fidelity.  The Christian Marriage service in the church is a public acknowledgment of that private commitment.  The service also acknowledges the effect of the private decision upon the community.  Joy and happiness are shared; support is requested and given. 

Illinois issues a Civil Union License for same-sex or opposite-sex couples, and a Marriage License for opposite-sex couples only.  We believe that God blesses both equally, and celebrate that in your service.  Unity’s pastor is available to officiate, and is authorized by the state to sign your license. 
Whatever faith tradition or place of worship you come from, we believe that faith and trust in God becomes the cornerstone on which the marriage, civil union and family are built.  This is a faith and trust shared by the community of Unity Lutheran Church throughout your life together.
Unity Lutheran Church assumes responsibilities to you in the following areas:

The Pastor will help you prepare the liturgy for the service.  The Music Director will help in your selection of music for the day.  

The Civil Union/ Marriage Date

After the decision to marry has been made, contact the church secretary and the pastor to set the date and time for the marriage/civil union.  Marriages & Civil Unions are not conducted during Holy Week.

Before the Service
The pastor will meet with you beginning three months prior to the service with the following agenda:

· The pastor wishes to get to know you and hear of your decision to marry.  You will be asked to be involved in a family-systems type counseling and discussion, which will provide guidance for pre-marriage conversations.

· You will become part of the “liturgical team” working with the pastor making liturgical decisions. The text of the marriage service from Evangelical Lutheran Worship is included in a separate booklet. You are invited to help prepare the marriage service:

(1) Readings.  You may select the scripture lessons.  A suggested list of readings is included in this booklet or you may select a biblical passage that has special meaning to you or to your family.

(2) Marriage vows.  You may use the vows in Evangelical Lutheran Worship or write your own using these as a model.

(3) Prayers of Intercession.  You may use the prayers in Evangelical Lutheran Worship or write your own using these as a model. 

(4) Sermon.  A brief sermon by the pastor or guest preacher is part of the service.  The conversations with the pastor prior to the service will help in the preparation for the homily.

(5) Holy Communion.  It is very appropriate that Holy Communion follow your vows.  By so doing, you begin your married life nourished by the real presence of Jesus Christ promised in the bread and the wine of Holy Communion.  Communion is offered first to the couple, then to the attendants, and finally to all present.  Frequently, those attending the service are unfamiliar with local distribution practices. Before communion, the pastor will invite all present to receive communion and will describe the distribution procedure.  The bride and groom are invited to become communion ministers, distributing the wine and bread to worshipers. 
(6) Participants.  Liturgical tasks are many and may be shared with family and friends: assist in the liturgy, read a scripture reading, write the prayers of intercession, usher, acolyte, prepare the bread and wine, present the wine and bread, distribute communion.  If you wish to include friends and family in the liturgy, they will be “trained” at the time of the rehearsal.

(7) Music at the service. The service music selected should be fitting in text to that of a celebrative service of the church.  The texts chosen are to relate to the marriage service and reflect the belief that human love is a sign of God’s eternal love and presence in our lives.  Some favorite musical selections may be more appropriate at the reception.  All music selected for the service is to be made in consultation with the Organist.

The Rehearsal

A rehearsal will be scheduled a day or two prior to the /civil union.  The purpose is to familiarize you with the processional, the recessional and the places you will stand during the service.  The rehearsal normally lasts 30-60 minutes.  The pastor will guide you through the liturgy and will provide you with detailed instructions for the next day, answering any logistical questions.

Marriage or Civil Union license

In order to have your marriage performed at Unity Lutheran Church, you must have a valid marriage or civil union license.  Please remember to bring your license to the rehearsal.  The bride and groom will sign the license immediately following the service.  It is the church’s responsibility to return the signed license to the Cook County Marriage Bureau.

Day of the Civil Union or Marriage 
(1) Flowers.   The church will be opened two hours before the time of you service for floral deliveries.  The florist or a family member will be assigned the responsibility for the placement of the chancel flowers.  Nails and tacks may not be put into any of the church furniture or woodwork.  If the flowers are left at the church following the service, they will be used at the Sunday service and then brought to the home of a homebound member along with a copy of your worship folder.

(2) Photographs.  The use of flash pictures is discouraged during the service.  Photographs recreating the service may be taken immediately after the service or after greeting the guests.  Time exposed photos and videotaping may be done during the ceremony in a manner that is not disruptive to the worship service.  Pre-service photographs are to be completed at least one half-hour before the service is scheduled to begin.

(3) Candles.  Unity candles and holders are to be provided by the bride and groom.

(4) Smoking/Alcohol.  Smoking is not allowed in the building.  Please refrain from the use of alcohol while at the church during either the rehearsal or the marriage or union service.

(5) Rice and Balloons.  Rice and birdseed pose a walking hazard; therefore, we ask that neither be thrown inside or outside the church.  We also discourage the use of helium filled balloons and prohibit mylar balloons.  You may wish to replace these customs with swags or canopies of air-filled latex balloons, soap bubbles or rose pedals, small flags with messages, or wands of ribbons, as the couple leaves the church.

(6) Receiving guests to the service.  Ushers should be in the narthex of the church at least 30 minutes prior to the time of the service, ready to seat guests and distribute worship folders.  The mothers of the bride and of the groom and other family members who will be ushered into the church should be ready to be seated five minutes before the scheduled time of the service.  Ushers need to know the location of the restrooms and of a telephone in case of an emergency.

After the Service
The Church’s responsibility to you continues.  Unity wishes to support you in your decision to marry and will provide you help in building a solid lasting marriage.

Interfaith Marriages

Frequently, one of the partners in a marriage comes from another religious tradition. When this happens, the marriage service will be revised so that the dignity of each person’s beliefs is upheld.  Religious leaders from other faith traditions are welcome participants in the marriage service.

Fees

Fees should be paid at the rehearsal, normally the day before your service.  If the fees suggested would financially prohibit a church service, certain fees may be waived in consultation with the pastor.  Additional fees apply if you are not a member of Unity Lutheran Church. 

Member and Non-member fees:  


Organist: $200 

Custodial fee: $50


Bulletin preparation: $25

Non-member fees:  


Offering to Unity Lutheran Church: $500 


Pastor: $200 
Additional fees not listed above include the honorariums for additional musicians, the use of the hall if a reception is desired, food costs for the reception.

Payment of fees:  Unless otherwise noted, make Organist check out to: Kevin Anderson; Custodial fee to: Logan Lovelace; bulletin preparation fee and offering to Unity Lutheran Church to: Unity Lutheran Church, and Pastor fee to: Fred Kinsey.  Please bring all checks to the rehearsal, or make other arrangements with the pastor.  

At the conclusion of the rehearsal, and after the marriage/civil union service, you are responsible for cleaning up and leaving the space as you found it.  Make sure to have someone check that no personal possessions are left behind, as we cannot be responsible for lost items. 

Celebration and Support
The joining of two people who love, honor and cherish each other is a cause for celebration by the community of friends and family and by the couple whom God, by the church, is uniting in marriage.  The staff and members of Unity Lutheran Church are committed to helping you not only with making the day of your civil union or marriage filled with joy but providing you the support that will help that day’s joy continue into a life of joy, love, hope and celebration.

MARRIAGE/CIVIL UNION INFORMATION FORM

(Please return this confidential form to Pastor Kinsey at your earliest convenience)


Bride/Groom/Partner



  Groom/Bride/Partner
Full Name

Street Address

City & Phone

_______________________________________email__________________________________

Age

What church, if any, do you attend?

Occupation or School

What pre-marital books have your read?

How long have you known each other?

How long have you been engaged?

Wedding/Civil Union Date 


Rehearsal Date 

Wedding/Civil Union Time


Rehearsal Time



Reception at Church?



Approximate number of guests

Attendants 




Flower Girl/Boy?


Ring Bearer?


Single or Double Ring 

Soloist

Vocal Solos to be used (consult organist)

Address after marriage

If Sat. service, are the flowers to be left at Church for Sun. services?
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